
 

 

 

 

John Lindley Higham Correspondence 
Pen Name (Charles Frederick Higham) 

John Higham, along with Barney Barnard, was one of the first Arizona contacts the 
McGees made when they began researching the Superstitions. Those of you familiar 
with the story will remember the book “The story of Jacob Walzer Superstition 
Mountain and its Famed Dutchman's Lost Mine” originally written by Higham that 
eventually came to be the property of Barney Barnard. This was the book that introduced 
Bernice to the Lost Dutchman Mine legend and sparked her interest in the Superstition 
Mountains. Jack and Bernice later stayed at the Bernard’s home. 

I was pronouncing Higham incorrectly. Greg Davis told me it should be pronounced High 
– am as opposed to Hig – ham. That was not unusual for me since I was also 
pronouncing Ely incorrectly. 

From Tom Kollenborn’s, “A Ride Through Time”, he gives the death date of Higham as 
August 26, 1963. He was about 78 years old. The letters in this collection were written 
only a few months before Higham died. Barney Barnard had died earlier in April 1963 
and that may have led Bernice to contact Higham? 

The McGee’s impression of Higham is taken from one of Bernice’s e-mails. “Greg 
probably knows of John Lindley Higham (Charles Frederick Higham). Brilliant man, in 
our estimation.” 

The letters do provide some insight into the man. He doesn’t appear to lack confidence! 

 

Enjoy, 

Garry and Carol Cundiff  
May 4, 2009 

  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 


